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Joel Shockman graduated from Temple University School of
Medicine in 1979, and completed his residency training in
dermatology at The Skin and Cancer Hospital in Chestnut Hill,
Pennsylvania. In 1980, he opened a solo practice in Philadelphia
where he served the community for 20 years. He retired to the Big
Island of Hawai’i in 2000 with his wife, Cosette Noll, and together
they built their dream home on the ocean in Kapoho.

I remember the first time I met Joel at the monthly Hawai’i
Island Dermatology Society Meeting. He was a humorous and
outspoken person who contributed and shared his rooted
knowledge in dermatology with our group. I think I speak for all of
us in the society when I say that we miss him dearly.  Joel was not
only a mentor to me but also dear friend. I enjoyed working with
him every Thursday morning at Hui M_lama Ola N_ ‘_iwi (Native
Hawaiian Healthcare System) where he generously volunteered his
dermatology expertise.

If it were not for Joel, I wouldn’t be working there today; for
it was his persistence that encouraged me to meet Hui M_lama Ola
N_ ‘_iwi’s Clinical Director, Dr. Lorraine Sonoda-Fogel, who is
now my supervising physician and friend. Joel insisted that Dr.
Fogel and I were a great match, and he was correct. He had a gift
for bringing people together. He looked only at a person’s heart,
and never judged them.

Joel was kind to friend and stranger alike. He loved getting to
know each patient’s life story and touched many people, both
personally and spiritually. Basically, he would strike up a
conversation with anyone and everyone. Joel loved life and in his
retirement, he vigorously pursued snorkeling, body boarding,
biking, hiking, gardening and cooking. He encouraged me to do



the same and partake in what really matters in life. Thank you,
Joel, for touching my life.

We are honored to have his family here with us today for this
presentation by Dr. Shay Bintliff: “Lessons in Grieving.”. His wife
Cosette, an artist and part-owner of Arthur Johnson Gallery in
Hilo. His son, Solomon who is a second year medical student at
Temple University Medical School, and Joel’s daughter Elena who
is a second year veterinary student at University of Pennsylvania.

Thank you for joining us for the Joel Shockman Memorial
Lecture.


